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Entry requirements
Entry into the course will be based on completion of: 
•	 A bachelor’s degree; OR 
•	 A relevant TAFE or Higher Education Advanced 

Diploma or equivalent and 3 years full-time, 
documented work experience in horticulture, 
forestry or a related green industry or equivalent; 
OR 

•	 A relevant TAFE Diploma and 4.5 years full-time, 
documented work experience in horticulture, 
forestry or a related green industry or equivalent; 
OR

•	 6 years full-time, documented work experience in 
horticulture, forestry or a related green industry, 
including at least 3 years in a supervisory role. 

The Graduate Certificate in Garden Design will 
provide you with an understanding of garden design 
theory and practice, horticultural principles and skills 
in plant selection and use.
Popular with those employed in the horticultural and 
landscape industries and career changers, this course 
is offered largely through evening study and can be 
completed over one or two years.
The course is delivered via lectures, workshops and 
practicals during Wednesday and Thursday evening 
classes and some weekend activities and field visits. 
You will complete four 12.5 credit point subjects.
Students may be eligible for up to 50 points of credit 
towards the Master of Urban Horticulture, assuming 
necessary entry requirements have been met.

graduate.science.unimelb.edu.au/ graduate-certificate-garden-design 



Course structure
Graduate Certificate in Garden Design

graduate.science.unimelb.edu.au/ graduate-certificate-garden-design 

Horticultural Principles (HORT90036) Commencing March 2, 2016
This subject will introduce you to horticultural principles for successful plant growth 
in designed landscapes. This includes site evaluation and selection, landscapes and 
vegetation types and treatments, and plant production – encompassing establishment, 
growth, transplanting, quality and nutrition. You will explore soil composition, texture 
and management, water management, and other environmental and
ecological issues.

Landscape Construction and Graphics (HORT90035) 
Commencing July 28, 2016
In this subject, you will learn how to prepare professional hand-drawn and 
computer aided design fully documented landscape plans. The subject 
will introduce you to design solutions for sites and there will be critiques of 
student work. Students will look at a range of construction details including 
landscape grading and drainage, pavements, retaining walls and water 

Plants for Designed Landscapes (HORT90037) 
Commencing July 27, 2016
This subject will provide you with an understanding of the use and selection 
of plants for designed landscapes. It includes an introduction to plant 
nomenclature and classification, plant identification and morphology skills 
and studies of plant selection and use in residential and urban landscapes.

The course aims to be the industry standard for professionals working in garden design and teaching staff are 
recognised experts across landscape design, horticulture, plants and planting design, soil science and plant 
physiology. On completion of the course, you should be able to: 
•	 Display skills and knowledge in residential garden design 
•	 Develop a holistic approach to garden design through a thorough understanding of the horticultural, landscape 

and  design requirements 
•	 Assess and analyse problems and determine appropriate solutions in the preparation of designs for gardens 
•	 Display graphic interpretation skills in the preparation of landscape plans.

Burnley Campus, the University of Melbourne 
The Graduate Certificate in Garden Design is delivered at Burnley Campus, the University of Melbourne and is located 
at 500 Yarra Boulevard, Richmond. The campus is approximately five kilometres from Melbourne’s city centre, and is 
easily accessible via public transport. Burnley has an international profile in urban horticulture teaching and through 
its expanding profile in green infrastructure and urban waterways research. Situated in nine hectares of heritage 
listed gardens, the campus is home to Burnley Green Roofs, the first dedicated demonstration, training and research 
facility of its kind in Australia. The campus will be celebrating 125 years of horticultural education in 2016. 

Landscape Design (HORT90034) Commencing March 3, 2016
This subject introduces you to the landscape design and landscape 
architecture, industry. You will explore; garden design principles, garden 
history and the work of both local and international designers. The subject 
will provide you with the understanding of the design process including client 
brief, site analysis, schematic design and design documentation.


