
Asylum Seekers: What Australia has been doing wrong, and the methods to resolve it 

The Australian government has faced heavy criticism for its treatment of asylum seekers and still 
struggles to find a solution that will treat refugees and asylum seekers with equity whilst maintaining 
sovereignty over their own borders. and 
ethical approach towards asylum seekers has proven to be costly. In particular, the use of offshore 
processing centres has shown to be detrimental for its occupants while simultaneously causing the 
government to waste billions of dollars1. Whilst Australia may boast a non-discriminatory society, 
negative opinions from the public on the issue of asylum seekers stem from a history of insularity 
supported by past governments. However, by implementing alternative methods, long-term solutions 
will be created that can change public opinion. The government must also recognise the role they have 
within the international community and as a signatory to the United Nations Refugees Convention2. It 
becomes apparent that with the increasing numbers of asylum seekers and conflict around the world, 
the government must increase its intake of asylum seekers, without compromising on national security.  

3. In conjunction with 
the expression phrases have been used to describe asylum seekers 
and refugees for over thirty years. However, 
from the 1930s, during World War II. As then, Secretary of Department of Immigration, Tasman Heyes 

who may suffer persecution in a particular country shall have the right to enter 
another country irrespective of their suitability as  would not be 
accepta This reflected the xenophobic view adopted by the Australian community, 
which was further echoed through the White Australian policy.  Surprisingly, by the end of World War II, 
the Australian government had resettled 200,000 European refugees. Nevertheless, it became obvious 

hese Europeans were accepted primarily as migrant workers who would build the nation, not as 
refugees  4. The war had caused 11 million non-Germans to become displaced, and 

most speedy and 
economical method of securing best type of migrants required for Australia's economic rehabilitation 
from non-British so 5. It becomes evident that the Chifley government 
sought to take advantage of refugees under the guise of offering asylum, and had never seriously 
considered offering protection as a moral obligation.  

Subsequently, those attitudes became steeped within the Australian government. During the Vietnam 
While the Fraser 

government is often credited to be the champion of asylum seekers and immigration also 
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asylum seekers today. The initial welcoming of Vietnamese refugees came about as he Right 
supported the refugees as escapees from communism; the Left as part of the project of burying White 
Australia 6. The Australian public also initially regarded the refugees with sympathy, however, public 
opinion began to change with the increasing number of asylum seekers. 

Strikes were even performed by 
trade union groups such as the , who 

7. The anger felt by the public fuelled the 
 waited in camps [who] were coming 

were coming through the ba As Immigration Minister Ian 
Macphee  stated, ''that a proportion of people now leaving their homelands were doing so to seek a 
better way of life rather than to escape from some form of persecution''8, hence suggesting that by 
accepting asylum seekers, the government would be encouraging The concerns 

regional boat holding arrangements, 
where countries such as Malaysia and Indonesia would attempt to stop the boats from arriving in 
Australia9, creating a pretence where the government was both exercising control over their borders 
whilst accepting large numbers of refugees. The process of selecting refugees clearly echoes the 
mentality of the Chifley government, as u were selected according to their 
ability to contribute to, and integrate with, the nation, rather than simply their need for refuge and 
security 10.  

The introduction of mandatory detention during the second wave of unauthorised boat arrivals 
from1989 to 1994, has affected Australian policies tremendously, with the Keating government first 
introducing the policy in 199211. The Coalition had exploited the public perception on migrants and 
refugees and criticised the government on their leniency towards asylum seekers. This prompted the 

 mandatory detention with Immigration minister Gerry Hand stating, 
the Government is determined that a clear signal be sent that migration to Australia may not be 

achieved by simply arriving in this country and expecting t 12.  This 
stance in policies is also reflected within the current government. This is evident within the Howard 
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 policy, which is effectively, still in place. As the Howard government 
wished to deter asylum seekers in 2001, it created offshore processing centres in Nauru and Manus 

13. Refugee advocates heavily criticised the policy as 
they believed that by forcibly detaining asylum seekers would be inimical for their mental health. In 
addition  seekers 

 $100 million was spent on intercepting boat arrivals, $369 million on 
building the Christmas Island detention centre, and $5 million on transportation costs for moving asylum 
seekers offshore14. This clearly outlines how inadequate the policy was financially and ethically, issues 
that are still prevalent today.   

The most harrowing aspect of the Pacific Solution is the deleterious effects it had psychologically and 
physically on its occupants. overwhelming evidence that detention has an independent, 

15, especially for those who are on offshore detention centres. By 
placing an already vulnerable group of people into a constricted space will only magnify dysfunctional 
thinking caused by stress, frustration and mental illnesses. This is elucidated by the fact that 85% of 
detainees suffer from anxiety, depression, post-traumatic stress and suicidal ideation16. The length of 
the period in which asylum seekers are detained also heavily affects their mental health, with rates of 
disorders extremely high after 18 months of detainment17. Furthermore, these offshore detention 
centres possess inadequate medical facilities, with many cases of people being airlifted to Australia to 
access medical treatment18. The children within these centres not only suffer these psychologically 
traumas, but also undergo physical and sexual assaults. The Nauru Files claim that there have been 
seven reports of sexual assault of children, 59 reports of assault on children, 30 of self-harm involving 

children and 159 of threatened self-harm involving c 19. Whilst currently the 
number of children held in Nauru has decreased drastically, the effects of these abuses will be long 
term20. Not only will this increase the time for children to integrate back into society, it has also caused a 
significant amount of children to rely on anti-depressants. 
within these centres as objects, rather than humans, have caused an already vulnerable demographic to 
become recipients of systematic abuse, and agony.  
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Under the Turnbull government, all Manus Island and Nauru refugees are to be banned from entering 
Australia21 while subsequently, they have also reached a one-off agreement with the USA that will 
resettle refugees on Manus Island and Nauru in the US22. The prohibition of asylum seekers will directly 

tion to the Refugee Convention, in particular article 31.  In an attempt 
to discourage asylum seekers and protect borders, the Australian government will also be refusing a 
fundamental human right23. Not only is this immoral, but it will only d
reputation. It would suggest to the international community that not only is Australia discriminatory, but 
also reluctant to share the global burden of asylum seekers. 

found to have a 
valid claim for protection 24. Despite the overwhelming support, there 
has also been a rising fear displayed towards the integration of refugees25. Regardless, this should be no 

sing asylum seekers and 
stigmatising them. In fact, the government should also aim to resolve the conflicts which are causing the 
influx of asylum seekers. Pushing them to another country, on the other hand, will only create a façade 
of peace and security. It is apparent that these methods will only provide short-term results that will not 

but also incorrectly inform the public on the true state of 
those seeking asylum.  

Despite the complexity of the issue, there are ways in which asylum seekers can be treated with dignity 
and respect, without weakening the Australian border. The government must first abolish indefinite 
mandatory detention centres. Whilst detention centres for the purpose of health, identity and security 
checks is necessary, current detention centres possess incredibly slow refugee processing systems, with 
asylum seekers spending an average of 446 days in these detention centres26. This only leaves asylum 
seekers in a state of uncertainty and fear, which escalates the chances of developing mental health 
problems. In addition, the Manus Island riot in 2014 highlight the flaws within the system. One of the 
contributing factors to the riot was the fact that they he 
future held for them and they we 27. Furthermore, offshore detention 
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centres should be closed due to the difficulty and amount of resources required to regulate and sustain 
them. Community detention, on the other hand, provides asylum seekers with more freedom and allows 
them to experience some semblance of normal life. These centres provide asylum seekers with 
residential, health and welfare services as well as intensive casework support, a system utilised by other 
countries such as Canada 28. Additionally, the government should also increase its intake of asylum 
seekers. While countries that are less financially able than Australia, such as Turkey, have accepted 1.8 
million refugees, Australia accepts an intake of 19,000 refugees per year29. Australia should increases its 
intake to 50,000, which will only be a quarter of its average intake of migrants30. This will be beneficial to 
the Australian community, as young refugees are more likely to seek higher education, hence providing 
the community with an able and diverse workforce31. The integration of more asylum seekers will also 
destroy the stereotypes held by many Australians towards them and create a strong, multicultural 
society. Ultimately, these alternatives will allow for a more fair and respectable approach to asylum 
seekers, whilst retaining border security. 

If the Australian government wishes to resolve the controversy surrounding their treatment around 
asylum seekers, it is crucial that policy changes are made. 
border security, this has only created short term solutions with detrimental effects not only towards 

but also to the people involved as well. However, 
through the removal of offshore detention centres
provide asylum seekers with better facilities and curb spending costs that place a burden on Australian 
taxpayers. The implementation of a fairer policy will also dismantle some of 
views of refugees and create a far more accepting and cohesive society. Fundamentally, it is only 

international responsibilities and a change of attitude, 
which can finally resolve the issue of asylum seekers and refugees.  
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