
The Program
The Graduate Certificate in Clinical Research is a year of 
practical study that provides health professionals with 
the skills required to undertake research in a clinical 
setting.  The newly designed Graduate Certificate focuses 
on clinical research design and methodology, including 
quantitative and qualitative methods, evaluation of 
research literature, statistical analysis, and ethics in 
clinical research. Graduates will demonstrate a broad 
understanding of the requirements to undertake clinical 
research and what constitutes good clinical research 
practice. 
The Graduate Certificate in Clinical Research is a new program, 
and will be the first in a suite of nested award courses. Once you 
have completed the Graduate Certificate, you have the opportunity 
to continue to develop your research skills through our Graduate 
Diploma in Clinical Research, and our Master of Clinical Research. 
Both programs will be available in 2018.

Study in a Clinical Context
This course is designed for health professionals from a broad 
range of clinical disciplines including graduates with biomedical, 
medical, nursing, allied health, health science and social science 
backgrounds. 

Learn Critical Research Skills
Our program will develop your skills in critical research analysis, 
teach you how to compare and contrast clinical research study 
designs, and prepare your own clinical research study. 

Key Learning Outcomes
• Learn to construct well-designed research questions 
• Discover how to select, perform and interpret the results from 

quantitative and qualitative studies
• Learn how to critically evaluate the quality of published 

research studies and justify quality assessment decisions
• Gain critical understanding of the different types of study bias 

and how they can influence the validity of scientific research

• Understand the principles of ethical clinical research and of 
the responsibilities of researchers

• Develop sufficient preparatory knowledge for more detailed 
study in clinical research

Intensive learning and flexible delivery
The Graduate Certificate is made up of four core subjects worth 
12.5 credit points each.  Each subject is taught intensively at our 
beautiful Parkville campus over 4-5 days and supported by online 
resources and assessment.

Semester One
Principles of Clinical Research
This subject introduces you to the key principles of conducting 
research in a health setting and will help you develop a conceptual 
framework to inform your future research.

Study Design in Clinical Research
This subject is designed to help you develop an in-depth 
understanding of the principles behind various study designs in 
clinical and medical contexts. You’ll also learn how to apply these 
study designs to your own research.

Semester Two
Responsibilities in Clinical Research
Discover the key responsibilities that apply to clinical research. 
Ensure your clinical research is conducted ethically, as well as 
responsibly.

Data Analysis in Clinical Research
Learn the theoretical concepts behind qualitative and quantitative 
data analysis, explore the interpretation of data, and determine 
the difference between clinical and statistical significance. This 
subject will provide you with hands-on experience using statistical 
packages to analyse clinical research.
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Faculty of Medicine, Dentistry & Health Sciences
The Graduate Certificate of Clinical Research is managed by the Department of Medical Education within the Melbourne Medical School, 
Faculty of Medicine, Dentistry and Health Sciences at the University of Melbourne. The Melbourne Medical School is the oldest medical 
school in Australia. We are internationally renowned for global leadership in teaching and training, health research, policy and practice.  
The Clinical Research program works in collaboration with hospital and research institute partners at the Parkville precinct, drawing on the 
significant research expertise within this area.  You will learn with, and from, the best minds in research.

The University of Melbourne
The University of Melbourne has a reputation for excellence. It is ranked #1 in Australia and #13 in the world for clinical, preclinical and health 
disciplines.* Graduates of The University of Melbourne are highly regarded, with an internationally recognised qualification that opens doors to 
an outstanding future. 

As a graduate student you will have access to the most innovative teaching and learning methods available, smaller classes and intense, 
focused study that is informed by industry and highly regarded by employers. You will be studying alongside the best and brightest students 
who, like you, are committed to developing their skills and knowledge through tailored graduate learning. 

1 Times Higher Education World University Rankings 2014
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best in the world

Need more information?
Contact

Email: clin-research@unimelb.edu.au 
Phone: +613 9035 8006

go.unimelb.edu.au/22wa


