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About the Program 
 The Master of Genomics and Health, the 
first such program in Australia, has been 
designed to prepare a workforce that is 
knowledgeable and skilled in practical, 
ethical and socially responsible 
implementation of genomics in health. 
Students will gain knowledge about 
genomics and engage in discourse around 
the current and potential impact on health 
and medicine brought about by advances in 
genomics and genomic technologies. 

This course is designed to be available to 
students at different stages in their careers, 
including career starters and those with 
more established careers who wish to 
further their knowledge, skills and 
qualifications. 

The Master of Genomics and Health requires 
completion of a total of 200 points of study 
and allows flexibility in subject choices to 
suit individual interests and study 
preferences. Students have the option of 
enrolling in a Master degree (200 points) or 
one of the nested awards – Graduate 
Diploma (100 points), Graduate Certificate 
(50 points). 

Students undertaking the Masters program 
will be assisted with organising relevant 
internships and research projects. 

Successful completion of the research 
stream will provide adequate training for 
those who do not have Honours but may 
wish to undertake a PhD in future. 

The program uses a blended learning 
approach with regular tutorials conducted 
in the Health Education and Learning 
Precinct of the Melbourne Children's 
Campus in Parkville. Students are 
encouraged to attend relevant seminars, 
journal clubs and meetings to complement 
their studies.

Career opportunities 
Graduates will be well positioned to gain 
employment across a broad range of fields 
such as: 

Public Health and Health Policy 

Public health genomics is the use of 
genomic information to benefit public 
health. The program will provide a 
grounding for people who are interested in 
combining genomics knowledge with skills 
in public health to work in areas of public 
policy for government or across a range of 
healthcare sectors. This would suit 
graduates from science, biomedical science 
or health sciences who would undertake 
electives from the Master of Public Health 
and/or science communication with 
internships in government, health policy 

think tanks, hospital settings or community 
advocacy groups. 

Science 

Variant curation is a process of examining 
genomic data results and using literature 
and databases to provide evidence about 
whether a patient’s genomic results have 
clinical significance. There is a need for 
variant curator scientists working in clinical 
services or in research. This would suit a 
graduate of applied science, science or 
biomedical science who would undertake 
electives in bioinformatics, the research 
stream with internships with clinical 
laboratories including pathology services, or 
clinical services with a focus on learning 
hands-on variant curation. 

Clinical trials and research 

Coordination, patient recruitment and 
informed consent are critical to the success 
of clinical trials and research in which 
patients or the public are involved. This 
would suit graduates from science, 
biomedical science or health sciences who 
would undertake the research stream, 
electives from the Master of Public Health 
and/or science communication with 
internships in research organisations, 
clinical trials centres, and the 
pharmaceutical industry. 
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Intellectual property
For further information refer to:
www.unimelb.edu.au/governance/statutes

Medical and Allied Health Settings 

Health practitioners whose disciplines are at 
the forefront of the genomics revolution and 
wish to be better prepared to incorporate 
this area into their practice. This includes, 
for example, specialist clinicians and nurses 
looking to upskill in genomics. In both cases 
knowledge and skills in genomics can 
applied to their everyday practice, or 
prepare them for more research or 
education based roles. 

Law 

Given the advances in technology, medical 
law is an exciting field to be in. Ethical 
discourse and legal leadership often lag 
behind the introduction of new medical 
technologies, yet both are required to 
ensure safe, equitable and appropriate 
health system integration. This program will 
provide those from a law background with a 
level of specialist genomics knowledge and 
will allow students to tailor their studies to 
focus on legal research, or undertake a 
range of relevant electives to support more 
applied career paths. 

Who should apply? 
• Qualified medical and allied health 

professionals who wish to upskill in 
the area of genomics and medicine. 

• Recent undergraduates in science 
(BSci) and biomedicine (BBiomed) 
who do not want a career in 
laboratory-based areas and who 
want to broaden their interest in 
genomics for the healthcare sector 

• Anyone with a suitable health 
background who wishes to seek 
employment in areas such as 
clinical trials, education, community-
based organisations such as genetic 
support groups, government etc. 
or use the qualification as an 
entry point into a graduate 
research degree. 

NB Completion of this course does not fulfil 
the professional requirements for 
employment as a genetic counsellor. 
Students who exit with a Graduate 
Certificate or a Graduate Diploma in 
Genomics and Health and who wish to 
apply for the Master of Genetic Counselling 

will need to meet all eligibility criteria for 
that program. Their application will need to 
demonstrate relevant volunteer work/
experience and they will be ranked with all 
other applicants for that year. If they are 
successful at interview and are accepted 
into the Master of Genetic Counselling 
cohort they may receive appropriate credit 
for some subjects. 

How do I apply?
For more information and to apply, visit: 
http://mdhs-study.unimelb.edu.au/
degrees/master-of-genomics-and-health/
entry-requirements

More information
T: 13 MELB (13 6352) 

To make an enquiry fill in an online enquiry 
form at: http://mdhs-
study.unimelb.edu.au/degrees/master-of-
genomics-and-health/
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