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BAROSSA VALLEY, SOUTH AUSTRALIA  ‘A DELICATE BLEND OF NUMBERS AND WINES’ 

The idea of this workshop started earlier this 
year around a glass of … wine. The concept is 
simple, finish a tedious day of epidemiology 
study by loosening with the visit of a winery in 
one of the great Australian wine regions. And 
who else than Ian Dohoo, upmost wine 
enthusiast, to teach it in the Barossa Valley. 

The topic: study bias 
The workshop will run over five days and will 
include two sections: dealing with study bias 
and dealing with missing data. 
In the bias section, the three fundamental types 
of bias (confounding, selection, and 
information bias) will be reviewed including 
causes of the bias, approaches to preventing 
the bias and an evaluation of the potential 
impact these biases could have on study results. 
Given that not all biases can be prevented, it is 
important to know how to deal with biases 
which may affect a study. The focus of this 
section will be on quantitative bias analysis 
which is a post-hoc approach which allows an 
investigator to apply knowledge about factors 
which may have biased a study in order to 
adjust observed estimates of effects (eg odds 
ratios) to remove the bias effects. 
In the missing data section, the evaluation of 
missing data patterns in a data set will be 
discussed. This will be followed by a brief review 
of the options available for dealing with missing 
data. The focus of this section will be on 
multiple imputation and will include a 
discussion of how to select the best imputation 
model and how to analyse imputed data. 
Finally, a case study in which imputation was 

thoroughly evaluated will be presented. 
Participants are encouraged to bring their own 
dataset and benefit from the instructor’s 
support.  

The venue: Tanunda, SA 
Location: Tanunda Community CWA Hall - 70 
Murray St Tanunda, SA 5352. 
Dates: April 3rd to 7th, 2017  

Ancillary activities: wine tasting 
At the end of each day, the visit of a ‘hand-
picked’ winery or a private tasting with a local 
winemaker will be offered to the amateurs.   

Registration and fees 
To register, visit the event website (link). The 
registration fee includes e-notes, tea breaks, 
lunches, and transport to the wineries. 
 

Graduate student*  AUS$950 
Non-student  AUS$1,250 
*50% rebate for the 2nd graduate student if registered 
before January 31st, 2017. 
 

For more information about this course, please 
contact Charles. 

Organisers (the 3 ‘amigos’) 

 
Prof Mark Stevenson (‘El Jefe’) 
Dr Simon Firestone (‘El Cerebro’) 
Dr Charles Caraguel (‘El Guapo’) 

 

Ian’s Bio 

Ian is an internationally known veterinary epidemiologist 
(loosely translated this means he has been at it a long 
time). He is a Professor Emeritus at the University of PEI 
and is the leading author of the textbook ‘Veterinary 
Epidemiologic Research’. Numerous students around the 
world have participated to his courses. Most survived the 
experience. He has a particular interest in the 
advancement of epidemiologic methods, including 
analyses of hierarchical data, survival analyses, meta-
analyses and bias assessment.   

 

Practical information 

Tanunda is at the heart of the Barossa Valley, one hour 
drive north of Adelaide, South Australia. 
Several options exist to get to Tanunda from Adelaide 
airport (see rome2rio website). The most convenient, 
and maybe economical, is to hire a car. An email list of 
participants will be organised to facilitate carpooling. 
There is a range of options for accommodation within the 
Barossa Valley (see Barossa Tourism website). We 
recommend to select an accommodation within a 
walking or cycling distance from the venue to fully enjoy 
a carless week. 
Bikes are available for hire locally. 

http://fvas.bespoke.unimelb.edu.au/study/continuing-professional-development/cpd/epi-in-the-vineyard-bias-and-missing-data/overview#overview
mailto:charles.caraguel@adelaide.edu.au
http://findanexpert.unimelb.edu.au/display/person653385
http://findanexpert.unimelb.edu.au/display/person449832
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/directory/charles.caraguel
http://projects.upei.ca/ver/
http://projects.upei.ca/ver/
http://www.barossa.com/visit/towns-and-villages/tanunda
https://www.rome2rio.com/s/Adelaide-Airport-ADL/Tanunda
http://www.barossa.com/visit/accommodation
http://www.barossa.com/visit/see-do/cycling/bike-hire-and-cycle-tours/572c2e04f5e39bc96143fc30/_Barossa-Cycle-Hub

