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The objective of the Master of Veterinary 
Public Health (Emergency Animal Diseases) 
program is to provide an exceptional 
educational experience that will prepare 
veterinarians, animal scientists and animal 
health workers to contribute effectively  
in emergency animal disease responses,  
both in Australia and internationally.

Of the animal diseases that pose the  
greatest economic, animal and public health 
threats, most are considered transboundary 
diseases. These infectious diseases are not 
confined by political boundaries, and require 
multijurisdictional, often regional, approaches 
to achieve their control and eradication from 
affected animal populations.

In addition to providing deeper technical 
understanding of the most important 
emergency animal diseases, veterinary 
epidemiology and emergency management, 
the curriculum addresses issues of leadership 
development and risk communication for 
responding to animal health emergencies, 
especially those of potential public health 
consequence.

Working professionally, with cultural 
sensitivity and consideration of the needs  
and impacts on all affected groups and 
stakeholders is critical to ensure community 
and industry involvement in such emergency 
animal disease control programs.

The Master of Veterinary Public Health 
(Emergency Animal Diseases) course has 
grown from a shared commitment to public 
health and emergency animal disease control 

by three of Australia’s leading research and 
animal infectious diseases response agencies. 
It is linked to experts with practical field 
experience managing important recent 
emergency animal disease incidents.

These partnerships combine world-leading 
expertise in emerging infectious disease 
diagnostics, with field experience in veterinary 
epidemiology, public health education  
and government veterinary service.

The University of Melbourne contributes  
an academically rigorous teaching and 
learning environment; CSIRO’s Australian 
Animal Health Laboratory (AAHL) brings  
a wealth of leading-edge emerging infectious 
disease research and policy advice; the  
State Government of Victoria’s veterinary 
services and several recent Chief Veterinary 
Officers provide ‘on the ground’ practical 
applied experience in outbreak detection, 
diagnosis, control and eradication of a  
range of emergency and production-limiting 
animal diseases.

The University of Melbourne welcomes 
veterinarians from around the world,  
including those from developing countries,  
to apply. Animal health workers and scientists 
with an interest in disease outbreaks, the 
interconnectedness of animal populations, 
and how the interaction of wildlife and 
environmental systems influence the  
spread of emerging infectious diseases  
are encouraged to consider how this  
Masters program will grow their skills and 
advance their professional development.

Program Structure
This program has been tailored to suit 
experienced full time animal health 
professionals, providing students with 
flexibility and allowing them to be directly 
responsible for managing the time that  
they devote to their studies. The first two 
weeks of the program is provided as a 
residential module based at Melbourne’s 
Parkville Campus, with the remainder of the 
course offered as online distance education.

The course is typically studied part-time, with 
students completing 13 core subjects and two 
electives to earn the full Masters level degree 
in four years, while remaining in employment. 
A full-time option is available enabling 
students to complete the program in two 
years. Other available study options include:

 » Graduate Diploma in Veterinary  
Public Health – 8 subjects  
(1 year full-time/2 years part-time)

 » Graduate Certificate in Veterinary  
Public Health – 4 subjects  
(6 months full-time/1 year part-time)

 » Individual subject study

The approved electives cover a broad range  
of topics to allow students to tailor the course 
to their specific interests and educational 
needs. These electives are available through 
the Faculty of Veterinary and Agricultural 
Sciences (including a research option as  
a pathway to a further higher research degree 
in the field) and other graduate schools  
within the University of Melbourne, as  
well as relevant subjects and short-courses 
offered through other universities.

A series of recent emergency diseases events, 
including the emergences of Hendra, Nipah, SARS 
and highly pathogenic avian influenza viruses, the 
2007 outbreak of equine influenza in Australia and 
foot-and-mouth disease outbreaks around the globe, 
have required the support of increasing numbers of 
appropriately trained, veterinarians, scientists and 
animal health professionals.

PROGRAM OVERVIEW



Career Opportunities
Career opportunities exist for graduates  
in Australia and internationally in roles  
dealing with global, regional and local  
animal health issues. Our students enjoy 
employment in a diverse range of state, 
national and international veterinary and 
public health agencies and nongovernmental 
organisations, with several finding 
employment in new roles while studying  
the program. Subject areas offer a 
combination of scientific and professional 
skills development across epidemiology, 
management, leadership, outbreak  
risk assessment, decision-making and 
communication. The online mode of delivery, 
commencing with a two week residential  
at the University of Melbourne, is designed 
for students to learn from their peers  
and directly apply the knowledge gained  
to issues from their existing and future 
working environments.

All students must meet the University of Melbourne’s English language requirement  
and the Selection Committee may conduct interviews or tests and may call for referee  
reports or employer references to elucidate any of the matters referred to above.

The Course Selection Committee will evaluate each applicant’s ability  
to pursue the course successfully using the following criteria for selection:

For cost and further details
Please visit: fvas.unimelb.edu.au/mvph

Entry Requirements

DR SARAH HALL

“As the local vet you are first on the  
scene when a local farmer calls saying  
he has five dead cows,” she said. “I realised 
my real passion was in trying to solve 
and contain disease outbreaks. I looked  
at the courses available and the Master  
of Veterinary Public Health fitted my 
interest and had the flexibility I needed  
to be able to continue working.” 

Through networking opportunities 
and experiences gained in the MVPH 
program, Dr Hall joined the Department  
of Environment and Primary Industries, 
and is now  District Veterinary Officer – 
Loddon Mallee for the Department  
of Economic Development, Jobs, 
Transport and Resources. 

Sarah Hall discovered her interest in emergency animal 
disease response while working as a mixed practice vet  
near Bendigo, Victoria.

Top image: Dr Sarah Hall trained for the management  
of foot-and-mouth disease outbreaks in Nepal.

“This course has given me the opportunity 
to focus my interests in emergency 
animal disease and made my transition 
from private practice to government  
work possible.

“I find the course complements my  
role as a District Veterinary Officer, 
and continues to provide me with 
opportunities in furthering my knowledge 
of EADs and their management.

“Australia’s EAD response plans call  
for the rapid detection, diagnosis and 
control of foreign diseases. Training in 
emergency preparedness is crucial to 
ensure that we respond appropriately  
and minimise the potential impacts  
of such animal disease incursions.” 

An undergraduate degree in a relevant 
scientific field (such as agriculture  
or biology), with a demonstrated, 
appropriate background in Master of 
Veterinary Public Health (Emergency 
Animal Diseases) core curriculum  
areas, including: veterinary anatomy, 
physiology, pathology and microbiology; 
AND at least four years of documented, 
relevant work experience in the 
diagnosis and control of animal  
disease (for example, as a government-
employed Animal Health Officer).

A degree in veterinary science, or  
an equivalent qualification from a 
veterinary school listed in the World 
Health Organization Directory of 
Veterinary Schools; AND at least  
two years of documented, relevant  
work experience in the diagnosis  
and control of animal diseases;

OR



Disclaimer 

The University has used its best endeavours to ensure  
that material contained in this publication was correct at  
the time of printing. The University gives no warranty and 
accepts no responsibility for the accuracy or completeness  
of information and the University reserves the right to make 
changes without notice at any time in its absolute discretion.
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and Agricultural Sciences, January 2016.
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Intellectual Property: Copyright University of Melbourne 
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to www.unimelb.edu.au/Statutes.

Statement on Privacy Policy: When dealing with personal  
or health information about individuals, the University of 
Melbourne is obliged to comply with the Information Privacy 
Act 2000 and the Health Records Act 2001. For further 
information refer to www.unimelb.edu.au/unisec/privacy.

Disclaimer: The University of Melbourne has used its  
best endeavours to ensure that the material contained  
in this publication was correct at the time of printing. The 
University gives no warranty and accepts no responsibility  
for the accuracy or completeness of information and the 
University reserves the right to makes changes without 
notice at any time in its absolute discretion.

Course Structure
The Master of Veterinary Public Health (Emergency Animal Diseases) 
program consists of the following subjects:

Full-time study Part-time study Subject

Year 1

Year 1

Selection and Interpretation of Lab Tests

Communication in Disease Emergencies

Management in Disease Emergencies

Epidemiology of Epidemics

Year 2

Transboundary Animal Diseases

Disease Investigation at Farm Level

Vector-borne diseases and Wildlife Reservoirs

Structure and Function of Control Centres

Year 2

Year 3

Eradicable Diseases

Outbreak Assessment at Population Level

Diseases of the Poultry and Aquaculture Industries

Outbreak Response 

Year 4

Simulation Exercise

Approved Elective 1

Approved Elective 2

For further information
For further information on the Master  
of Veterinary Public Health, please 
contact the Faculty of Veterinary  
and Agricultural Sciences

Phone: + 61 3 8344 8262
Email: vet-publichealth@unimelb.edu.au
Online: fvas.unimelb.edu.au/about/contact

Approved elective options
The following are some potential electives  
that students may undertake to complete the 
Masters level degree or Graduate Diploma  
in Veterinary Public Health. Other electives  
will be considered on a case-by-case basis.

Not all of these modules are available online. 
Admission of a particular student to a selected 
module will be at the discretion of the school  
offering the module.

The Course Coordinator of the MVPH (EAD) 
program must approve the selected module.

Full-time study Subject

Module Provider

Veterinary Public Health Research Project
Faculty of Veterinary and Agricultural Sciences,  
The University of Melbourne

Master of Public Health
School of Population and Global Health,  
The University of Melbourne

Master of Epidemiology
School of Population and Global Health,  
The University of Melbourne

Master of Business Administration /  
Master of Marketing

Melbourne Business School, 
The University of Melbourne


